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Report of the Selectmen. 


ea 


VALUATION OF ‘THE TOWN. 


Real Estate in town, 
a ‘¢~ exempted, 


66 66 


463 Polls, 

514 Horses, 
1118 Cattle, 
7768 Sheep 
Stock in banks, 
Money on hand, 
Stock in trade, 
Mills, 
Carriages, 
Dogs, 


taxed, 





ASSESSME I dite 


State tax, 

County tax, 

Town tax, | 
School Dist. No. 1 tax, 


6é 66 06 10 66 
ot 66 66 Ay 66 
66 6é “6 12 66 


Village Fire Precinct 
oe, 9 
Highway tax, paid in labor, 


$895,575 
7,600 
887,975 
46,300 
39,023 
41,775 





29,997 ( 


37,700 
04,500 
16,350 
3,100 
L571) 
141 





$3,138 


Dy ane 


7,049 
750 


450 | 


25 

15 
100 
2,000 


00 
00 
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EXPENDITURES. 





TOWN OFFICERS. 
A. P. Richardson, | ‘ 
George Aldrich; ¢ Supt. School Com., 
William Brown, Supt. Dist. No. 1, 
Henry Burt, 
Dares A. DeWolf, { Sctetnen, 
Albert F. Nims, 
A. P. Richardson, Town Clerk, 


B. F. Aldrich, Treasurer, 
C. R. Crowell, Moderator, 
©. B. Lucke, Collector, 





TOWN LIBRARY. 
. L. Ball, care and rent, 
. A. Blake, books, 
. J. Harris, insuranee, 


hq) 


ee 


10 
100 


GO 
OO 
OO 
OO 


5 OO 


OO 


) OO 
5 OO 


OO 
OO 


$820 OOO 


$184 


BOOKS AND STATIONERY. 


_ G. H. Tilden & Co., record book, 
A. P. Richardson, 
G. Ul. Tilden & Co., 





POLICE. 
C. C. Davis, notices and badges, 
E. W. Barker, service, 
B. P. Owen, hand-cuffs, and twister, 
Bart. Driscoll, 
Won tH: Still, 


10 


OO 
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SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 
A. P. Richardson, medical attendance, 
Hinds family, 1875, 
EK. K. Seabury, wood, P. Murray, 
Chandler & Jennings, meat, Mrs.-A. A. Marsh, 
J. H. Hinds, board, J. F. Kraetzer, 1875; . 
Albert Short, bonrd and eare, Nettie Dunsmore, 


A. P. Richardson, medical attendance, es 
G. B. Twitchell, surgic: ool SEN Na Lb 
G. A. Blake, cs 


J. Rafferty and wife, care of Murray MEAN 
G. A Blake, medical attendance  ‘** 
Bates & Aldrich, wood, Mrs. Wells, 
I. K. Seabury, wood, P. Murray, 
o goods, Mrs. Murray, 
ce SAN ae Tue 
D. Lockwood, Mrs. Stark, 


oe 


TRAMPS. 





deen eet leh, 
Patrick Murray, 
H. A. Perry, 
Henry Burt, 


CEMETERY. 
W. J. Hall, repairing hearse, 
B. B. Royce, care of cemetery, 1875, 
Charles Gates, ‘¢ 66 1876, 
Charles Gates, mowing and raking, 
Charles Gates, raking leaves, 


B. B. Royce, credit by cash and hay, $9 50 
Charles Gates, credit by leaves and hay, 10 00 


14 85 
10 20 





$270 96 


aed is 
99 00 
11 00 

5 Ol 





$172 75 


$10 00 
15 06 
10 O0@ 
15 OG 
ZAM Wiha 





$71 42 


$19 59 


ee 
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- HIGHWAYS AND RAILINGS. 


J: H. Putney, 
Moses Elliott, 
Ibenezer Proctor, 
Daniel Merriam, 
E. W. Barker, 

H. W. Brown, 

F, A. Lebourveau, 
Peay bee Pratt: 

R. S. Blanchard, 
Charles Gates, | 
James Bunting, 
Charles Fisher, 
Matthew Tole, 
Oliver Hall, 

B. B. Royce, 
Samuel Royce, 

W. G. Leonard, 
A. A. Beckwith, 
Wm. Chappell, 
Alpheus Clark, 
AV. burt, -Adimr: 
J. H. Moriarty, 
ene. Hletcher, 
Cae eLole. 

(i. bwskorter és Co. 


TOWN HOUSE. 


a 


G. H. Hodskins, wood, 1876. 
Toa odskins..) ke Sia. 
3. P. Owen, 

x. P. Porters&.Co., 

K. K. Seabury, 


ooo 


$331 43 





$12 55 
11 
82 

1 12 

6 Ol 


$31 50 





” 
( 





BRIDGES. 

Charles Gates 4 B34 00 
John Redding, ere ANG: 
Matthew Tole, - 33: OO 
W. G. Buffum, | 30. 00 
R. S. Blanchard, . 42 78 
Andrew Roy, 5 50 
G. H. Angier, , 5 00. 
B. B. Royce, 5 40 
N. Munroe, dati, bt Od od 
I. F. Kendall, say 3:00 
Maleerratt, 32 00 
Moses Elliott, é | 2 50. 
a Gabrown, .17 00 
I. K. Seabury, wot 22 
me Ge Dickey, ser Shea 
Bb. E. Webster, plank, fs 29 00: 
Gardner Dodge, _ ,: « 14.27 
Oliver Martin, 66 ! 44 00 
S. G. Anderson, ‘ 21 40 
H. Allen & Son, ‘* | Swe es 
Nims & Heald, ‘* ene Gene) 

$345 86 


WALPOLE AND WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. 


Patrick Murray, labor and spikes, Weel Bis 1 53 
W. A. Maynard, snowing bridge, , 22°00 
$23 53 


SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS, 1875. - 


J. KE. Hodgkin, fas lute RL2000: 
L. J. Chickering, 10 50 
Henry Burt, 3 50 
George Joslin, 3 50 





$29 50 
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BREAKING ROADS AND SNOWING BRIDGES. 


F. P. Allen, $10 05 
Lewis Dickey, 8 00 
Go be levens, 42 25 
H. C. Towne, 1, ‘59 
Pyrat, 12 00 
G. H. Gassett, 3 30 
J. W. Marshall, vy Hat be 
Andrew Roy, 13, 35 
J. E. Hodgkin, 2 iueal 
Dolphus Booth, 3 00 
J. W. Prentiee: | 3 90 
Daniel Merriam, 22 20 
Harding Ball, 10 95 
J. T. Pierce, S20 
Stephen Corey, 11 40 
W. A. Maynard, 12 00 
Oliver Hall, 7 00 
George Joslin, 1 00 
Bart. Driscoll, 80 
Dennis Griffin, 8 70 
George Jennings, 16 80 
Asa Pratt, 5.0 
Moses Elliott, 11°08 
James Selkirk, 15 00 
Charles Gates, 1 50 
Charles W. Tole, 6 20 
J. H. Putney, 5 OO 
W.E. Roy, 8 48 
W. H. Sevrans, 10 05 
W. T. Ramsay, ey is 
G. H. Hodskins, 75 
J. H. Putney, snowing bridge. 187; 5 00 
Joseph Fisher,  ‘ 7 00 
Moses Elliott, 6 te 1877, 7 50 





$318 86 
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Paid for support of schools from money raised by the 
town, the literary fund, and dog money, in rensunyd 
March, 1876: 


District No. 1, $781 16 
(ith Kika 407 48 
66 Be) a 176 58 
<< ‘<r 209 06 
sf Rie aaa 144 12 
“6 oi: 129 69 
<6 atau? S | 113329 
“A A tok 104 43 
<é pi IN I 194 63 
<6 ee 10386 201 84 
 Giaeccae ie 165 76 
a yA bran Ppa 
ss 66-13, LS5e5 
a 2 ded 165 76 


6 ‘¢ 7, Balance Ale Meets = patil 





. $3,203 38 
ay ‘© 8, Balance unpaid, 1876, 43 





$3,202 95 


Districts and, Precinct, taxed, and paid to same. 


District No. 1, Support of High School, S750 09 
co #6 10, building school house, 450. 00 
ee VC repairing 4° ae 25 00 
6é ‘¢ 12, insurance, <<‘ “6 Loe O@ 
Village Fire Precinct, * 100 00 


$1,340 00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A. P. Richardson, reporting births and deaths, $ 4 75 
G. A. Blake, 33 UG 4 25 
C. C. Davis, printing reports, Ge., 1876, 75 00 
JAIN: Morse: 6 ue bills, 1875 and 1876, 6 O00 
Abatement taxes, 1875, 399 





ee 


Amount carried forward, $93 59 
9 
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Amount brought forward, $93 59 


Abatement taxes, 1876 67 68 
P. Murray, repairing pound, 5 65 
Matthew Tole, watering trough, 3 00 
J. W. Taggard,) {°° 6 2 00 
M. J. Britton, 66 ¢s 3 00 
S. M. Allen, 6 66 2 00 
KE. W. Barker, repairing Mrs. Newton’s wagon, 2 25 
Cl Are Watt: 66 hearse house, Drewsville, 9 87 
B. F. Aldrich, bonds and coupons, paid, $2,663 00 
~C. B. Lucke, discount on taxes paid before 

November Ist, 399 02 
J. G. Bellows, Attorney’s fees, 1876, 13 00 
D. A. DeWolf, use team, and cash paid out, 45 00 
Henry Burt, et a 40 00 
H. C. Rawson, 6s 6 28 33 








$3,377 39 


a eer eee 


TOWN DEBT. 





Bonds due, $15,000 00 
Interest due on bonds, 150 00 
Floating orders, 245 03 
Other unpaid bills, estimated, 900 00 
$16,295 08 
ASSETS. 
Taxes of 1876, uncollected, $2332 61 
State bonds on hand, 3,000 00 
Interest due on same, 30 00 
Amount due from County, 27 25 
Cash on hand, 679 14 


$6,069 00 








Present indebtedness of the town, $10,226 03 


1B! 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Amount paid within the year, $43 75 
‘© — yee’d from County on same, 16 50 


— 








ee a ee 


RECAPITULATION. 


Town officers, 

Town library, 

Books and stationery, 
Police, 

Town paupers, 

Bridges, 

Highways, 

Breaking roads, 

Town house, 

Tramps, 

Cemetery, 

Walpole and Westminster bridge, 
Sheep killed by dogs, 1875, 
Support of schools, 
Districts and Precinct, 
Miscellaneous, 

County paupers, 





ESTIMATES FOR 1877. 


Paupers, town, county, and 


tramps, § 500 00 
Highways and bridges, 1,300 00 
Town officers and contingent 

expenses, 1,800 00 
Support of schools, 3,000 00 





ee 





Amount earricd forward 


$27 25 





$10,586 71 


$6,600 00 
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Amount brought forward $6,600 00 








State tax, He 2,820 00 

County tax, 2,269 07 

Bonds due in 1877, * 3,000 00 

Interest on debt, 720 00 

Library, 160 00 

| $15,569 07 

Less 

Savings Bank and railroad tax ! 

from State, estimated, $1,200 00 

| } $14,369 07 
Henry Burt, Selectmen 
Dares A. DeWolf, of 
Henry C. Rawson, ) Walpole. 
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REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER. 
For the year ending February 28, 1877. 





RECEIPTS. 


Cash on hand, March 1, 1876, 37 83 
Ree’d C. B. Lucke, taxes for 1875, J. LOG seo 
. MM interest on same, 120 14 

4, ts taxes for 1876, P20 Geod 

os Me interest on same, 20 44 

‘¢ County for paupers, 83 02 
Saotate: -*** coupons, 180 00 

ge ‘¢ rail road tax, 412 54 

eee 88 ‘¢ savings bank tax, 814 08 
SE ‘* literary fund, 189 45 
‘¢ Town Westminster, for bridge account, 9 06 

¢¢ C. H. Gilbert, for cemetery lot, 20 00 
poeevirs,. Lenny. Bacon, «S¢ "= 20 00 

‘¢ Charles Gates, tor account highway, 18 00 
$16,332 39 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid town orders for 1875, 193 69 
Se Vall BO A ad old Fy: 10,363 68 

«© County tax, 1,907 88 
Seotate:,. 6 3,188 00 
Cash on hand, March 1, 1877, 679 14 


$16,332 39 
BENJAMIN F. ALDRICH, TREAsvuRER. 
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The undersigned committee, appointed to settle with 
the Selectmen and Treasurer, have examined their ac- 
counts and find them well vouched and correctly cast. 


George Aldrich, 
Josiah G. Bellows, Auditors. 
Edwin K. Seabury, 


School Committee’s! Report. 


AT its last annual meeting, the town voted to instruct 
the selectmen to appoint only one person as Superintend- 
ing School Committee for the year then ensuing. When 
that vote was taken, it was farthest from my thought that 
such appointment would fall to me. I was, therefore, 
taken by surprise when the notice of my appointment 
came; and hardly knew whether I ought, in addition to 
my other duties, to accept a position involving so much 
care and responsibility. My experience in similar posi- 
tions elsewhere had taught me that such an office was no 
sinecure. When it is considered that there are sixteen 
schools in the town, thirteen of which vary in distance 
from one to seven miles from my residence, and that the 
law requires at least two official visits, each term, upon 
ach of these schools, besides all the care respecting the 
examination of teachers and schools, the making-out of 
the final report to the town and to the State Superintend- 
ent of Public Instruction, it will be seen that faithful 
attention to these duties requires no little time and 
labor. 

On the other hand, I have always felt a deep interest 
in public schools, and have held myself in readi- 
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ness to do what I could to promote their efficiency 
and strength. Upon the prosperity and success of these 
institutions, the general welfare of our New England 
towns largely depends. I therefore decided, after care- 
ful thought and deliberation, to render you such service in 
this capacity as my time and strength would permit ; and. 
herewith submit, at the close of the year, such sugees- 
tions as have occurred to me in regard to the several 
schools. 


Dist. No. 1. H.G. Barnes, 
S-H. Porter, >+'Prud: Com: 
G. H. Holden, 


ExiGEH SCHOOL. 


The pleasant and profitable relations existing between 
the teacher and scholars of. this school for the six or 
seven preceding years, have continued during the year. 
just closed. There has been no occasion for any severe, 
discipline. Mr. Crowell secures the respect and confi- 
dence of his pupils at the outset, and retains it as long 
as they continue under his care. The work of govern- 
ing the school is therefore comparatively easy. “Tn the 
matter of patient and thorough drill, upon the principle 
of drawing out the thought of the pupil, rather than of 
securing the parrot-like repetition of words and formulas, 
without reference to sense or me: uning, I think if would 
be difficult to find a school superior to this. There are, 
doubtless, those which make more noise, and lay more 
stress upon ostentatious display. But mere noise and 
display are poor substitutes for the substantial results 
which come from the plan which has been followed, for 
so long a period, in this school. I believe the district 
will rue the day when Pes exchange these solid quali- 
ties for the more noisy and showy ones which have been 
named, 


It has been suggested that it would be a good plan 
to Jay out a regular course of study for scholars belong- 
ing to this school. There are some material advantages 
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in such a plan, though, under present curcumstances, it 
would be necessary to leave it open to modifications 
from time to time at the discretion of the teacher. If 
such an order of studies could be laid down, embracing 
a period of four years from the time when scholars first 
enter the school, it would be a help to such pupils as 
pursue the entire course, and would work no injury to 
those who are able to take only a part of the prescribed 
studies. It would give greater definiteness to the plans 
of the various pupils, and be generally helpful. ‘There 
might also be some regular oradu: ation exercises, with 
diplomas awarded to the class leaving the school, show- 
ing the progress which had been m: ade. This would be 
By pleasant season to look back upon in after years, and 
perhaps serve to stimulate those who, under the irregular 
plan, or, rather, no plan, now in vogue, are inclined to 
be restless and indifferent. Under the supervision of 
our present judicious teacher, I believe that something 
of the kind would he successful. [ should like to see 
the experiment tried; and commend the subj ect to the 
school committee and teacher of the coming year for 
their careful consideration. 

Bn hee spring eit this school was under the 
eare of Miss Marie A. Dolloff, of Dorchester, in this 
State. Miss D. was a graduate of the State Normal 
School, and came highly recommended for such a posi- 
tion. But she did not prove to be well adapted to the 
place. While Jaboring earnestly for the good of the 
school, she had the misfortune of taking hold of her 
work in an unpractical way which was fatal to the best 
results. By dint of great effort, however, she finished 
the term of ten weeks, with a fair degree of success. 





The Prudential Committee were fortunate in securing 
for the second and third terms the services of Miss 
Lizzie M. Hale, of New Ipswich, a teacher of large and 
successful experience. The work of the school moved 
smoothly and pleasantly along, with no cause for anxiety 
to your Superintendent; and I think it is due to Miss 
II. to say that the two examinations showed results fur 
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in advance of those attained by this school in any sim- 
ilar period for many years. The teacher has had no 
occasion to resort to- corporal punishment; which, in 
view of previous experience, is something quite remarka- 
ble. Nevertheless, the school was well “governed. The 
scholars generally were studious and respectful, and 
gained a “reputation for general good behavior, which 
was as satisfactory as it has hitherto been rare. It. is 
to be hoped that this reputation will be sustained in 
tinie to come, and that the district will be able to secure 
equally efficient and satisfactory service for the ensuing 


year. 
PRIMARY SC -EZO OL, 

_ Miss Mary E. Wadley, of Concord, Mass. , who tanght 
this scLool so well for two terms of last year, has been 
in charge during the three terms of the present. She 
has eained from term to term in her power over the 
school, and has seldom been obliged to resort to corporal 
punishment. It has, however, been kept as a reserved 
force, to be used when needed. She has discharged her 
duties, in connection with the school, to the satisfaction 
of the district, and it is to be regretted that her services 
cannot be retained in the future. The scholars have 
made good progress under her tuition, and the exercises 
of the several examinations have been interesting and 
satisfactory. 


Dist. No.2. John EK. Hateh, ¢ Prud. haat 
James Hennessey, 

Mr. Haeteh, who was chosen i aneted Committee 
at the opening of the school year, died in the month 
of January; and Mr. Tay Hoda was appointed by the 
selectmen to fill out the remainder of his term. The 
school is the largest in town, outside of the centre dis- 
trict; ‘and probably the most irregular in attendance. 
There is also a great deal of tardiness, which sadly in- 
terferes with the progress of-the pupils: The location 
of the school, near a large manufacturing village, is not 
favorable to steadiness or regularity. So mething has, 
however, been accomplished, in spite of all disadvant: ges. 
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The policy was adopted of securing a male teacher for 
the whole year, instead of having a lady in summer, 
and «a gentleman in winter, as heretofore. Mr. E. Allen 
Crosby, of this town, was engaged to take charge. He. 
entered upon his work without previous experience ; 
but applied himself to it with vigor and interest. With 
fifty scholars of all ages, temperaments, and attainments, 
his task §vas no easy one. By the middle of the first 
term, however, he had reduced the school to a good, 
degree of subjection, and it was evident that he was to: 
be a success. 

The Prudential Gommiics and the district were so. 
well satisfied with his work, that he has been re-engaged 
from term: to term, and the fruits, as exhit Hited at 
the recent examination,.were as good as could reasona-: 
bly be expected. Some of the people have felt that 
their children were not doing as much as they ought, 
and this is” true. But ener scholars are absent Gee 
the time, and tardy or inattentive the other half, not: 
much can be expected from the efforts of a teacher, 
although he be an angel fresh from heaven. The schol- 
ars who were regular and attentive to their studies made 
good progress. The order has sometimes been open 
to criticism, as usual in schools of this size and char- 
acter. It requires infinite patience, and almost infinite 
firmness, to hold in subjection such a mass of restless 
children. The smallness and impertect ventilation of 
the room render the work still more difficult. But, on 
the whole, I think that Mr. Crosby has been as judi- 
cious, as diligent, and as successful in the prosecution 
of the task before him, as could fairly be looked for in 
view of the circumstances of the case. I think the dis- 
trict will consult its own interests by retaining his ser- 
vices in future terms. 


Dist. No. 3. Prud. Com., Herserr H. THompsox. 

The ay in this district is small, the whole number 
of scholars in the summer being nine, and in the winter 
twelve. The teacher of the first term was Miss Josie 
E. Holmes, of Alstead. She was competent to teach 
the school, but was deficient in the power of exciting 
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enthusiasm and interest. The difficulty was due, doubt- 
less, in part, to the small number of scholars, but might, 
we think, have been overcome by patient applic: ation on 
the part of the teacher. In her future efforts, she 
would do well to devote special attention to this point. 


During the second term, the school was under the 
care of Miss Mar y E. Britton, of Surry, « teacher of 
much experience and success. She endeavored to do 
her duty by the scholars under her charge, and to eor- 
rect some abuses which had existed in former terms. 
For want of a spirit of co-operation, however, on the 
part of some of the larger scholars, the results were not 
as good as they might otherwise have been. At our 
last visit, we made a somewhat thorough examination of 
the school, and were satisfied that, in spite of all draw- 
backs, there had been a fair degree of progress. The 
average attendance in this school has been remarkably 
good, being, during the first term, 92. per cent., and, 
during the second, 88 per cent. of the whole number. 
The record respecting tardiness was equally gratifying, 

Dist. No. 4..¢ Prud. Com:; OLIVER DaAne, 


The summer school in this district was taught by 
Miss Asenath Williams, of Petersham, Mass. She secured 
the respect and confidence of her pupils, and discharged 
her duties to the satisfaction of all concerned. Miss 
W. has previously taught in this district, and the pupils 
understood from the outset that no nonsense would be 
tolerated. The result was a gratifying success. The 
school was fuller than usual in the summer term. Whole 
number of scholars, 24, Average attendance, 94 per 
cent. There were 21] tardinesses during the term. 

In the winter, the school was taught by Mr. Ira W. 
Ramsay, of this town. It was his first attempt at teach- 
ing. It was a term of fifteen weeks, and it was evident 
from the first that Mr. R. meant to be faithful to his 
charge. Many of the scholars made a good degree of 
improvement. The prevailing fault of the school is in 
speaking too low. It was exceedingly difficult, at the 
examiation, even for those who sat near, to heur the 
recitations. It is to be hoped that this evil will be 
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corrected in future terms. The order was at times open 
to criticism, but, on the whole, I regard this school as 
success. At the examination, the classes in geography 
recited with especial promptness and intelligence. In- 
deed, the bearing of the whole school showed that they 
had been faithfully taught. Whole number of scholars, 
26. Average attendance, 91 per cent. There were 47 
cases of tardiness. 


Dist. No. 5. Prud. Com., W. G. Lronarp 


The school in this district is made up of good material. 
The scholars are, for the most part, bright, and disposed 
to co-operate with the teacher. The summer term was 
taught by Miss Lillie F. Lebourveau, of this town. She 
had had several months’ previous experience, and entered 
upon her work with a disposition to do her whole duty. 
There was, however, too little enthusiasm in her teaching. 
It seemed too much like running 2 machine, and grinding 
out the hours of the daily sessions, just because they 
must be ground out, and not with an ardent love for the 
work in hand. With further experience, Miss L. would 
doubtless be able to supply this lack, and to achieve a 
good degree of success. 

The winter term was taught by Mr. Freeman N. Hor- 
ton, of Ludlow, Vt., who was so successful in this school 
last winter. Mr, H. brought to his work a good degree 
of vigor and enthusiasm, which was well sustained during 
1 term of eleven weeks. The evidence of improvement 
and interest on the part of the pupils at the closing exam- 
ination was quite marked. The school is small, numbering 
ten in the summer, and fourteen in the winter. The 
average attendance in summer was 93 per cent., and in 
winter, 96. One scholar in summer, and six in winter, 
had no marks of absence or tardiness. 


Dist. No. 6. Prud. Com., ANDREw J. FIsHEer. 


There have been two terms of school in this district, 
one in the fall, and one in the winter. During both terms, 
it was taught by Miss Ada M. Fisher, of Walpole.’ She 
devoted herself faithfully to the interests of her scholars, 
and labored diligently for their good. Though there were 
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only seven pupils in the fall, and six in the winter, she 
excited such an interest in the work of the school, that, 
at the closing examination, there was manifested a good 
degree of improvement. Average attendance, 86. per 
cent. in fall, and 94 in winter. “Katie M. Fisher was 
neither absent nor tardy during both terms. | 


Dist. No. 7. Prud. Com., Dantent Pratr. 


This is familiarly known as the ‘Derry Hill School.” 
During the summer term, it was taught by Miss Flora Le 
Guild, of this town. She came to her work without 
experience, though with a good knowledge of the branches 
usually taught in our schools, Her chief difficulty was 
in the matter of government, which, in a school of this 
characters is of quite as much importance as the teaching. 
The scholars are backward, and need patient drilling in 
the elementary principles of education. The teacher 
endeavored to do her duty in this respect, and had the 
discipline been equally good, the school would have been 
a success. With further experience, however, we think 
Miss Guild would overcome the difficulty which has 
been named. The whole number of scholars was ten. 
Average attendance, 93 per cent. There were no tardy 
marks during the term. | 

The fall term of twelve weeks was opened by Miss 
Emiie M. Greene, of Alstead, a teacher well known in 
this vicinity. She excited a good deal of interest in 
study, and was just beginning to reap the fruits of her 
labors, in an orderly and progressive school, when she 
was compelled by ill health to resign her position. Mr. 
Frank M. Foristall, of Alstead, was secured to complete 
the term, and carried out substantially the same plan as that 
upon which Miss G. had begun. Whole number of. 
scholars, 10; average attendance, 90 per cent. Marvy E. 
Pratt was neither absent nor tardy during the évo terms. 
Nellie A. Marsh and Emma M. Marsh had the same 
record for the second term. There was no school in the 
winter. , 

Dist. No 8. Prud. Com., D. F. Scovett. 
This school is located on ‘*Carpenter’s Hill.” It was 
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taught during the summer and fall by Miss Janie C. 
Watkins, of this town. She was without experience, 
and, although the sehool was small, she succeeded, by 
dint of patience and perseverance, in fixing a knowledge 
of principles in the minds of her scholars which was very 
creditable to her and them. The closing examination was 
very satisfactory. Whole number of scholars in summer, 
eight ; and in the fall, six. Only three of these belonged 
in the district, the remainder coming from No. 13 and 
from Westmoreland. Average attendance in'summer, 83 
per cent.; in the fall, 80 per cent. Walter G. Gassett 
was neither absent nor tardy during both terms. The 
same was true of Minnie M. Scovell for the first term. 


Dist. No. 9.  Prud. Com., Joun E. HEALD. 


This district has been fortunate through the year. The 
summer term of eight weeks was taught by Miss Lizzie 
C. Joslin, who had before been favor ably known to our 
people asa teacher. In a quiet and unobtrusive way, 
she won the confidence of her scholars, and succeeded in 
instilling a knowledge of elementary cag into 
their young minds. The examination was especially 
pleasing and satisfactory, notwithstanding he smallness 
of the school. Whole number of scholars, six. Average 
attendance, 88 per cent. Ida M. Heald and Lillie E.. 
Heald were neither absent nor tardy. There were five 
children in the district between five and fifteen years of 
age not attending any school. 


At the date of this report, the winter school is still in 
session, and is to continue so as to complete a term of 
fourteen weeks. The teacher is Mr. Fred W. Bruce, of 
Lempster, who has had a successful experience in this 
work. Everything has moved along smoothly and pleas- 
antly from the first ; and there is good reason to believe 
that the final examination will show the best results. Thus 
far the record of attendance has been fully up to the 
average, though some of the scholars have only entered 
the scho a quite recently. The number of tardy m: atks, 
toc, is small, and these confined chiefiy to two or three 
scholars. 
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Dist. No. 10. Prud. Com., Jonn L. Houeuron. 


This district has been calm and peaceful through the 
year. Not a ripple of excitement has disturbed its 
equanimity. A new and substantial house has been built 
in place of the old unsightly and uncomfortable structure, 
and the children have been as well served in the way of 
teachers as in any recent year. The summer school was 

taught by Miss L. Jennie Cochran, of this town. She 
labored with fidelity and success. The pupils co-operated 
with her in the work, and the results were generally satis- 
factory. Whole number of scholars, 17. Average at- 
tendance, 82 per cent. Emma A. Houghton, Katie M. 
Tiffany, and Hiram M. Foster were neither absent nor 
tardy. 


In the winter, the school was under the care of Mr. C. 
B. Hammond, of Nashua, member of the senior class in 
Dartmouth College. Mr. H. entered upon his work 
without experience, but with a disposition to do equal 
and exact justice by all. There has been a good degree 
of interest in the school, and there was évidénde at the 
recent examivation of much improvement on the part of 
many scholars. Whole number of scholars, 26. Average 
attendance, 94 per cent. H. Leslie Loughton and Katie 
M. Tiffiny were neither absent nor tardy. In the school 
as a whole, however, there was a great deal of tardiness 
during the winter term. In the summer term there was 
very little. Whence the difference ? 


Dist! No. V's Prud-' Cont WL JS. Catek ease: 


During the summer and fall ‘terms, this school was 
taught by | Miss Frances H. Graves, of this town. She 
devoted herself, to the best of her ability, to the work 
before her. At the end of the first term, everything 
seemed to be satisfactory to the district, and she was re- 
engaged in the autumn. Some difficulties arose soon 
after the opening of the second term, on account of 
some scholars who wished to study algebra, in which the 
teacher was not well versed; nor was she required to be. 
My advice to the scholars was, to devote their attention to 
arithmetic, leaving the higher branches till some later 
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day. But the feeling excited by this and some other 
trifling matters, rendered it undesirable that the teacher 
should remain during the winter. The Prudential Com- 
mittee was fortunate in securing the services of Miss 
Lizzie C. Joslin, who rendered atch excellent service in 
No. 9 during the summer. She labored with intelligent 
interest for the welfare of all, and the closing Ssithimition 
showed the best of fruit. This school is small, the whole 
number for the first, second, and third terms being, 
respectively, nine, ten, and twelve. Average attendance 
of the same, 85, 68, and 81 per cent. of the whole num- 
ber. There was no tardiness in the summer and fall, and 
not much in the winter term. 


Dist. No. 12. Prud. Com., Atvin A. BEcKwITH. 


There have been three terms of ten, eight, and nine 
weeks in this district. I think it would have been -more 
profitable to have had the same time divided into two 
terms. There have also been three different teachers, 
with the usual results of such a policy. During the first 
term, the school was taught by Miss Mary A. Rawson, 
who has before labored in this town with eood success. 
Everything passed smoothly and pleasantly : nlone under 
her care, giving no cause for anxicty to your Superintend- 
ent. The teacher of the second term was Miss Georgie 
EK. Randall, of Alstead, who seemed to have zeal and 
energy enough, but did not apply it in a systematic way. 
It is of little use to teach scholars to memorize an indis- 
criminate mass of isolated facts, without regard to the 
principles which underlie them. The true idea in educa- 
tion is to teach principles. and let the facts come later, in 
the natural order. Fix the law of truth in the child’s 
mind, and he will apply it himself to individual cases. 

The winter school was under the care of Miss Mary E. 
Darby, of this town, who has had previous experience tus 
a teacher in Walpole. She labored earnestly for the good 
of all. Some, however, did not efficiently second her 
efforts, and so did not receive the help which they might. 
How prone we are to feel that the teacher alone makes 
the school! Though she were an angel from Heaven, 
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nothing could be accomplished without co-operation. But, 
Jet the teacher, school, and parents work together, and at 
once you see achange for the better. The number of 
scholars during the several terms has been, respectively, 
fifteen, fifteen, and ten. Average attendance, 92, 87, 
and 81 per cent. There were three scholars the first 
term, four the second, and four the third, who had neither 
absent nor tardy marks. ) 


Dist. No. 13. Prud. Com., Lucius WELLINGTON. 


There have been two terms of school in this district. 
The summer school was under the eare of Miss Darby, 
who has just been mentioned as the teacher in Dist. 
No. 12 in the winter. The school was too small. to get 
up much life or enthusiasm. Miss D. labored to the 
best of her ability, and with a fair show of success. 
Mr. Edward A. Watkins took charge of the school in 
the winter, and it continued for twelve weeks with 
profit to the children and satisfaction to parents. There 
were .ten scholars in summer and twelve in winter. 
Average attendance, 79 and 78 per cent., respectively. 


Dist. No. 14. Prud. Com., Gro. H. Anerer. 


There have been twenty-three weeks of school in. this 
district, divided into two terms of ten and thirteen weeks. 
The summer term was taught by Miss N. Emma Emerson, 
of Alstead, who succeeded in interesting her pupils and 
in awakening an enthusiasm for study. It seemed to 
your Committee that Miss E. was especially successful in 
imparting a knowledge of the principles involved in the 
several branches of study. The parents and friends who 
were present at the closing examination were much 
gratified with the evident progress of the school. Whole 
number of scholars, seventeen. Average attendance, 95 
per cent. ‘there was no tardiness except in the case of 
one scholar. 

During the winter term, the teacher in charge was 
Miss Nellie F. Hale, of Chesterfield, who labored with 
diligence and efficiency. She carried on the good work 
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which Miss Emerson had begun, and endeavored to do 
her whole duty by the scholars under her care. Whole 
number of scholars, eigiteen. Average attendance, 79 
per cent. Altogether, this has been a good year for 
the school in Dist. No, 14. 


a 








GHNERAL REMARKS. 





Non-ATreNnDANTS. It will be noticed, by reterence to 
the tables appended to this report, that in quite a num- 
ber of the districts several children between the ages of 
five and fifteen have not attended any school. In one. 
or two instances, the number of these has been nearly or 
quite equal to that of the school when in session. I wish: 
to call the attention of parents to this matter, in the 
hope that the evil may be remedied in future. Our 
out-lying schools are short, at the best; and it is of 
the first importance that all the children of suitabie age 
should make the most of them while they continue. 
Many parents allow their children to stay out of school 
for trifling reasons; forgetting that it is an injary both 
to them and to the public. They forget that by requir- 
ing a regular and punctual attendance, they not only 
receive benetit themselves, but strengthen the school and 
increase its efficiency. Most teachers would rather have 
twelve scholars than six. More enthusiasm and interest 
may be excited with the larger number, and the spirit 
of generous rivalry between the members of the different 
classes is rather to be encouraged than checked. It is 
generally easier for the teacher, and it is certainly better 
for the pupils. It is to be hoped that all parents will 
see and feel the importance of this matter, and take 
measures to have their children attend school whenever 
their health will permit. 

ScuooL CoNnsonipaTIoN. My attention has frequently 
been called, during the year, to the fact that many of our 
schools are small; too smill, in fact, to be advantageously 
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taught. The question whether there might not be some 
pr acticable plan of consolidation, has often exercised my 
mind. But the only suggestion which I have to offer 
is, that the prudential committees in these contiguous 
districts where the schools are short, should arrange to 
have them in session, at diferent times, and, if possible, 
have the same teacher for both schools. Then, the dis- 
tricts might take a vote to allow scholars to go, inter- 
change: bly, from one school to the other, without char ge, 
This “plan would avoid any legal difficulty about the dis- 
tribution of the school money, and would, I believe, if 
entered into heartily by the different districts, be highly 
advantageous to all. It would materially increase the 
school privileges of the children, and enable prudential 
committees to obtain better teachers with no extra cost. 
Of course, the successful working of the plan would 
depend upon the care with which it was carried out, and 
the heartiness with which the people co-operated. But, 
that it is practicable is shown by the fact that it has 
been tried by two or three families, who have sent their 
children to the school in the adjoining district when 
their own was not in session. If it will work well on 
a small scale, as it has done, what is. to hinder its 
working well when adopted as a systematic arrangement 
for promoting the increased usefulness of these institu- 
tions. There may be difficulties in this plan, which I 
have not foreseen. Of course, the children would have 
longer distances to travel when the school was in the 
next district. But, is it not worth while to make some 
sacrifices, when increased advantages can be obtained 
without additional taxation ? 


So it seems to your Committee. I should like to see 
the plan tried for a single year, believing that it would 
add materially to the efficiency of our school system. 
The subject is commended to the several districts for 
their careful consideration. 


Text-Booxs. There has been nochange of text-books 
during the year; the only approach to a change which 
has been made being the suggestion to teachers, that 
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when scholars were obliged to get new books, they 
should get ‘‘Emerson’s First, Part,” in arithmetic, instead 
of Greenleaf’s Primary. The latter book. is, in some 
respects, too difficult for the class of scholars for whom 
it was designed. The grammar now in use is consid- 
erably out of date, and might, perhaps, be advantageously 
changed. The geogr aphy i is deficient in map questions, 
the very point in which a geography should be especially 
full. J think, however, that this deficiency might be 
sufficiently met, if the different districts could in some 
way arrange that their school houses should be provided 
with full sets of wall maps, which might be used by 
teachers in giving oral lessons to the whole school. A 
full set of Cornell’s outline maps, which are found in 
one or two school rooms, costs only fifteen dollars. I 
presume that later publications of the kind could be 
obtained for about the same sum. No district can afford 
to be without them. With the help of these assistants, 
I think the present geography might be profitably kept 
in our schools for’ many years to come. Whether a 
change in grammars ought to be made, will be a question 
for the committee of the ensuing year to determine. 
Your Committee has little confidence in the recommenda- 
tions of publishers or their agents, as to any needed 
changes. Indeed, our statutes wisely provide, that only 
one change shall be made in any single year, and that 
a change, when made, shall stand for at least three 
years. But, improvements are sometimes necessary, and, 
if real improvements, are helpful to the cause of educa- 
tion, 


Goop Rrapixne. I have had frequent occasion during 
the year to call the attention of scholars and teachers 
to the importance of good reading. It is too often true 
that the reading lesson is slighted, when really it is a 
matter of first ImMNortance Seholars and. sametimes 
teachers seem to feel that it requires no thought or study 
to read well. They regard it as a kind of necessary 
routine, but feel that hardly any preparation is required ; 
when, in fact, it is one of the most rare accomplish- 


ments, and one most difficult of attainment. One of 
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the most common faults is that of too rapid enunciation, 
and too little care whether the emphasis is given so as 
to bring out the meaning of the writer. Let it be 
impressed upon the minds of scholars that the reading 
lesson requires as much attention and study as the lesson 
in arithmetic or geography, and there will soon be a 
marked change for the better in this important branch 


of a common-school education. 


Our Treacnuers. There is no class of our population 
more devoted to, or interested in, their work than the 
teachers of our public schools. They deserve the sym- 
pathy and co-operation of all our people. They richly 
earn the compensation which their services command. 
It is a public duty to give them an ungrudging support. 
On the other hand, it should be the aim of teachers to 
improve themselves in every possible way and _ particu- 
larly to cultivate an enthusiasm and love for their work. 
He who has no love for his calling, in itself considered, 
aside from its furnishing him the means of support, is 
not likely to reach any great proficiency. We find that 
the most successful teachers are those who have the 
power of awakening an enthusiasm for study in the minds 
of their pupils. But the teacher’s own enthusiasm and 
interest are always contagious; and he who possesses 
this power within himself is almost sure to excite the 
same in the minds of his scholars. It will, without fail, 
prevent him from becoming a machine, which runs very 
easily as long as it keeps in a given course, but, as 
soon as it deviates from the beaten track, is sure to 
bring disaster. Of all persons in the world, the teacher 
should not be a machine. He must adapt his instructions 
to the varying capacities of the pupils under his care ; 
and the more skillfully he can do this, the greater will 
be his success. 


MisceLuAngeous. I have offered these suggestions for 
the consideration of the people of the town, in the hope 
that they might prove useful in stimulating a new interest 
in our public-school system among all classes. I believe 
that we can not do too much in the way of improving 
these nurseries of intelligence and virtue. The security 


ol 


of our free institutions depends upon the wisdom with 
which they are cherished in the public mind and heart. 
Let us build deep and strong upon these foundations, 
and we shall surely be a united, prosperous, and happy 


people. 
_ All of which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM BROWN, 


Superintending Committee. 
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WINTER SCHOOLS, 1876-7. 












































DisTRICTS, 213 | 4,5 |6 | 9 10 {il [12 [13 114 
Length of school in weeks, y2\14 |15|11 12 |14 12 10 | 9 [12 [13 

— Wages of male teachers per month, 40 39/39 39 |45 30 

o> ©=Wages of female teachers per month, 28 24 28. {30 28 
Number of scholars over 4 years old, n3l12 |26|14 | 6 |16 |26 [12 |10 12 |18 
Number of scholars over 16, ito }2a3 10 131613810 | 3-40 
Nuinber of tardinesses, 103} 0 |47, 5 | 1 93 |18 [18 | T |8¥ 
Number not absent, 43 | 5) 7 | 4 5 10,4 138} 2 
Number not tardy, 19| 0 l44\41 | 6 @ |2 1619-40 
Number neither absent nor tardy, 1D ofA Gait 2°04 et 
Number of visits by Superintending Committee, . sig |3i3 (3 |2/4 |38 |3 [3°13 
Number of visits by Prodeatial Couunittee, 4\ 2 | 0| toad 110 0-14 
Number of visits by others, OuB 17/20 19 G10 OSes 
Months previously taught, lig | 041 | 6 | 630 | 4 [8 | 9 
Average attendance, 44|10,6|24|13,5| 5.6] [24.3] 9.7| 8.1) 9.3}11 
Number of children between 5 and 15, non-attendants, EC ea Fe ry Pes ng fa 0 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TOWN LIBRARY. 


Your committee have very little to report relative to 
the library, save the table of receipts and expenditures. 
The town appropriated, at their last meeting, the sum of 
$75, to be expended, under the superintendence of your 
committee, for a catalogue. It has been impossible to 
have it printed for distribution at this annual meeting. 
It is in press, and will be issued in a few weeks. Hon- 
orable mention is due to Miss Mary Aldrich and Miss 
Jennie Ball, who volunteered to copy and arrange alpha- 
betically, by subject and author, the old catalogue and 
its supplement. The sum appropriated is not enough, 
and another appropriation, of $25, is necessary to com- 
plete the work already begun. During the past year, 
sixty one volumes have been added to the library, in- 
cluding five vols. Appleton’s Cyclopedia, which is now 
complete—sixteen vols. ;—total expense, $80. ~ 


Books at the present day are shabbily bound, and the 
rough usage they receive from many families incurs an 
expense that increases every year. It has been the aim 
of your committee to purchase books that have a per- 
manent value, that will pay to be re-bound when im- 
paired; and they earnestly request the patrons of the 
library to use them carefully. 

Statement of Expenditures and Receipts. 


Balance on hand March 1, 1876, $5 5508 
Appropriation by the town, Mar. 76, — 100 00 
Fines collected during the year, Dd 64 
S110 72 
Paid express, $ 1 25 
‘© repairing books, 58 vols., 18 
‘© 58 vols. new books, 84 72 
Balance on hand March 1877, | Gna 
$110 72 
Thos. B. Peck, ) Committee 
Geo. A. Blake, on 


Geo. Aldrich, )Town Library. 
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